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law that bans free speech and was used to 
suppress a wide range of dissenting opinions, 
from criticism of Turkish government institu-
tions to opposing official Turkish denial of the 
Ottoman campaign of genocide against its Ar-
menian population. Under the all-encom-
passing phrase ‘‘insulting Turkishness’’ a cit-
izen in Turkey can receive a prison sentence 
of up to three years, with the offence being in-
creased 50 percent if the so-called offence is 
committed abroad. 

Nearly 100 journalists and intellectuals have 
been prosecuted under Article 301—including 
Nobel Prize author Orhan Pamuk. Many in-
formed observers believe Hrant Dink’s pros-
ecution under Article 301 opened him up to a 
campaign of harassment and death threats 
from ultra-nationalists, which led to his even-
tual murder. To this day, citizens of Turkey 
live under threat of this gag-law, with Hrant 
Dink’s own son prosecuted because he re-
printed his father’s newspaper articles. 

This is not the actions of a true democ-
racy—it is reflective of how a totalitarian state 
would behave. 

And, this is not the Turkey we—the United 
States of America—have aligned our country 
with. 

Amnesty International has called for a com-
plete repeal of this punitive legislation. 

The European Commission has repeatedly 
asked for its repeal. 

One year ago, Members of Congress, their 
staffers, and members of several communities 
came together to watch ‘‘Screamers’’—a film 
about genocide in the last century featuring 
amongst others, Hrant Dink. Here, in the halls 
of Congress, we saw watched as Hrant Dink 
discussed the problems of Article 301. 

Just two days after the film’s premier, Hrant 
Dink was shot dead. A man who only wanted 
to speak the truth about historical fact. A man 
who wanted every citizen to be equal. A man 
we should applaud here in America for his 
courage and dedication to democracy. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in hon-
oring the memory of Hrant Dink and con-
tinuing to urge the repeal of Article 301. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH PACKAGE 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, one year into 
a liberal Democratic majority in Congress the 
economy is struggling. The big government 
policies of the new majority are taking their 
toll. High gasoline prices, the sub-prime mar-
ket crisis in housing, and news that inflation is 
at a seventeen year high, all demand a bipar-
tisan stimulus package in the next thirty days. 
Congress must act; and must act swiftly. 

I submit that Congress must focus economic 
relief on the kind of stimulus that will create 
jobs and growth for small businesses and fam-
ily farmers. The real antidote to the impending 
downturn is more money in the hands of the 
wage-earner, and the wage-payer. This is, and 
always has been, the pathway to prosperity in 
the American economy. 

INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘THE DEBBIE 
SMITH REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2008’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, Along with Representatives JOHN 
CONYERS and LAMAR SMITH, I am introducing 
‘‘The Debbie Smith Reauthorization Act of 
2008.’’ I have been working on the issue of 
DNA technology since 2001 when I, along with 
former Representative Steve Horn, held a 
hearing in the Government Reform Committee 
where we heard from a courageous rape sur-
vivor, Debbie Smith. Debbie recounted her 
horrifying story . . . how on a Friday after-
noon in March 1989, she was in the kitchen of 
her home in Virginia, when a masked intruder 
broke in and blindfolded and robbed her. He 
then took her to the woods nearby and sav-
agely raped her. Years later, Debbie learned 
that DNA processing techniques had produced 
a ‘‘cold hit’’ identifying her assailant, who had 
been jailed 6 months after her assault for an-
other crime. He was charged with Debbie’s 
rape in 1995, freeing Debbie from a life of 
fear. 

It was for Debbie, and the thousands of 
rape survivors like her, that I authored a bill to 
provide Federal funding to process the uncon-
scionable backlog of DNA evidence. Originally 
introduced in 2001, ‘‘The Debbie Smith Act’’ 
was signed into law in 2004 as part of ‘‘The 
Justice for All Act,’’ comprehensive legislation 
that ensured that DNA evidence could be 
used to convict the guilty and free the inno-
cent. 

Since 2004, millions of dollars in funding 
have been appropriated under the Debbie 
Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program to process 
thousands of unprocessed DNA evidence kits 
across the country. Because this 
groundbreaking program’s authorization ex-
pires at the end of FY2009, ‘‘The Debbie 
Smith Reauthorization Act of 2008’’ extends 
the program through FY2014. 

According to the Rape, Abuse, & Incest Na-
tional Network, every 2 minutes someone is 
sexually assaulted somewhere in the United 
States. DNA evidence does not forget and it 
cannot be intimidated. By processing this evi-
dence, we can prevent rapists from attacking 
more innocent victims and ensure that the sur-
vivors and their families receive justice. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO LEROY 
HIGH SCHOOL ON THEIR 2007 2A 
STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. BONNER of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
it is with great pride and pleasure that I rise 
to honor Leroy High School on their 2007 2A 
Alabama State Football Championship. 

Head coach Danny Powell led the Bears to 
their second straight Class 2A state football 
championship. The title is the third for Leroy in 
past four seasons and the third for Coach 

Powell in the last two years. Like Coach Pow-
ell, I am so proud of his players, and I know 
they worked hard for this great accomplish-
ment. 

The Leroy Bears proved they are a team of 
champions in their victory on December 7, 
2007, at Legion Field in Birmingham. They de-
feated Fyffe High School in a thrilling fourth 
quarter comeback to win the state crown. 

Both teams had strong support from their 
families and fans. They traveled to Bir-
mingham to support and cheer on their team. 
The fan support is a strong symbol of encour-
agement. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Leroy High School on 
their winning season and state championship. 
This school deserves public recognition for 
this great accomplishment. 

I extend my congratulations to each mem-
ber of the team and coaching staff: 

LEROY HIGH SCHOOL ROSTER 

1—Stephen Scoggins, 2—Aerik Davis, 3— 
Laurence Powell, 5—Grant Brown, 6—Josh 
Ervin, 7—Jerome Taylor, 8—Jared Elmore, 
9—Patrick Wilson, 10—Josh Trotter, 11—Pat-
rick Rivers, 12—Brandon Jones, 14—Paul 
Gartman, 15—Clint Moseley, 16—Alan James, 
17—Zach Flowers. 

18—Kenny Mitchell, 19—Ryan Daugerty, 
20—Sammie Coates, 21—Johnny Williams, 
22—Victor Lovick, 23—Andrew Williams, 

24—Michael Bracy, 25—Clent Collins, 26— 
Terrence Brown, 27—Rob Reeves, 28—Phillip 
Ervin, 30—Deon Smith, 31—Luke Griffin, 32— 
Terrence Yelder, 33—Chris Weaver. 

34—Detrick Powell, 35—Chet Elmore, 37— 
Jarrette Davis, 38—Andre Thomas, 43—Avery 
Nash, 44—John Truitt, 45—Tobais Roper, 46— 
Christian Smith, 47—Crayton Motes, 48—TJ 
Brannon, 51—Cody Overstreet, 52—Eddie 
Satterfield, 53—Anthony Payne, 54— 
Johathan Hammons, 55—Cody Childs. 

56—Raymond Williams, 57—Jonathan 
Woodyard, 58—Keith Barnes, 59—Jacob Tru-
jillo, 60—Chris Powell, 61—Tyler Faith, 62— 
Kyle Hayes, 63—James Foster, 64—Neil 
Hayes, 65—Brett Ayers, 66—Marquis Land, 
67—Johnathan Sullivan, 68—Micah Bailey, 
69—Tyler Chastain, 70—Frank Turner. 

71—Devin Byrd, 72—Harris Long, 73—Aaron 
Williams, 74—Coby Powell, 75—Kendall Wil-
liams, 76—Jonathan Overstreet, 77—Tevin 
Anderson, 79—Payton Goldman, 83—David 
Morris, 84—Matt Delegal, 85—Ronny Reed, 
88—Ross Reed, 89—Cody Sullivan, 90—Tyler 
Brown, 98—Richard Weaver, 99—Scottie 
McBride. 

Head Coach: Danny Powell, Assistant 
Coaches: Jason Massey, Emanuel King, Matt 
Braun, Jason Rowell, Rodney Loper, Tony 
Nader, and Saul Worthy. 
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HONORING CYNTHIA ‘‘CINDY’’ 
HARRISON 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Cynthia ‘‘Cindy’’ Harrison for nearly 
twenty years of hard work and dedication as 
Bainbridge Island’s head librarian. After two 
decades of extraordinary service, Cindy is re-
tiring from Bainbridge Island Public Library. In 
2006, Cindy was recognized with the highly- 
coveted New York Times Librarian of the Year 
Award, bringing her library national recognition 
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through her tireless efforts. Cindy was a public 
face for the library during a period of growth 
when more than $2 million was raised solely 
from private donations. Under Cindy’s leader-
ship, more than 75 percent of Bainbridge Is-
landers have library cards, with the Island’s 
8,000 households, borrowing more than one- 
half millions books and materials last year. 

Cindy has made the library a better place in 
every way. Her stewardship and leadership 
has ensured that the building and programs 
have adapted to the changing needs of Bain-
bridge Islanders. Her imagination and dedica-
tion to learning have made the Library a mag-
net for all the citizens of Bainbridge Island and 
have endeared her to the community. 

I offer my praise to Cindy Harrison, for her 
devotion to the Bainbridge Island library and 
community. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO 
PROTECT THE POLAR BEAR 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, I am intro-
ducing this bill today because the polar bear 
is in the crosshairs of global warming and the 
ill-advised decisions of the Bush administration 
to proceed with an oil lease sale in a major 
polar bear habitat while delaying a decision to 
list the polar bear as threatened under the En-
dangered Species Act. This legislation would 
require that the Interior Department delay the 
oil drilling rights sale in Alaska’s Chukchi Sea 
until it had made a decision on the listing of 
the polar bear under the Endangered Species 
Act, and had performed its responsibility of es-
tablishing ‘‘critical habitat’’ for the polar bear. 

The Bush administration’s own scientists 
project that the prospects for the polar bear’s 
survival are bleak. Last year, Dr. Steven 
Amstrup, the Government’s leading polar bear 
scientist, headed up a team of scientists 
charged with examining the impact of sea ice 
loss on polar bear populations. In a series of 
reports released last fall, Dr. Amstrup’s team 
concluded that by mid-century, two-thirds of all 
the world’s polar bears could disappear and 
that polar bears could be gone entirely from 
Alaska. Dr. Amstrup’s team also noted that 
based on recent observations, this dire as-
sessment could actually be conservative. 

The actions of the Bush administration in 
the coming months could very well determine 
the fate of this iconic animal. The Interior De-
partment is currently considering whether to 
list the polar bear under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act as a result of the impact of global 
warming. While this decision has been nearly 
three years in the making, last week the Fish 
and Wildlife Service announced that it was 
going to delay any decisions beyond its statu-
torily required deadline—that legal protection 
for the polar bear would be put on ice while 
its critical habitat continues to melt. 

Meanwhile, the Interior Department is rev-
ving up its regulatory machine to allow new oil 
drilling in sensitive polar bear habitat. Earlier 
this month, the Minerals Management Service 
finalized its plan to move forward early next 
month with an oil and gas lease sale of nearly 
30 million acres in the Chukchi Sea, an area 
that is essential habitat for polar bears in the 
United States. 

The timing of these two decisions leaves the 
door open for the administration to give Big Oil 
the rights to this polar bear habitat the mo-
ment before the protections for the polar bear 
under the Endangered Species Act go into ef-
fect. Rushing to allow drilling in polar bear 
habitat before protecting the bear would be 
the epitome of this administration’s backwards 
energy policy—a policy of drill first and ask 
questions later. 

The decision to list the polar bear must be 
made on the best science. The Bush adminis-
tration is still working out how it can solve 
global warming—with great delay—but has not 
yet made any declaration that we, or the polar 
bear, are in any danger. The Endangered 
Species Act does not call for a solution before 
a declaration, but rather a clear decision to be 
made on the biological status of a species at 
a specific time. The Bush administration are 
not going to solve global warming without first 
declaring it a problem, and they are not going 
to save the bear without first declaring it en-
dangered or threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

Robert Frost wrote about two roads diverg-
ing in the wood, and here we have the Bush 
administration looking down two roads with re-
gard to the polar bear. Down one road lies the 
survival of the polar bear and the orderly con-
sideration of oil drilling and global warming 
and common sense. Down the other road, too 
often traveled by this administration, lies regu-
latory lunacy and a blatant disregard for moral 
responsibility. I urge Secretary Kempthorne 
and his agency to choose the Bush adminis-
tration’s road less traveled and protect the 
polar bear, and the rest of us, from global 
warming. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE MONITORS 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
MAKING MUSIC 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
and ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to the Monitors, one of eastern North 
Carolina’s most noted bands. On January 25, 
2008, members of this band will come to-
gether at the Boykin Center in Wilson, NC, to 
celebrate 50 years of making music. 

Madam Speaker, Bill Myers and Cleveland 
Flowe came together and organized the band 
in 1957 setting the Monitors in motion over the 
next 50 years. And they are still grooving 
today. I want to say that Bill Myers is married 
to my very special cousin, Diana Davis Myers, 
and Cleveland Flowe was my band teacher 
when I was in high school many years ago. 

Bill Myers is the only original member of the 
band who performs once or twice per month. 
Cleveland Flowe and his wife, Cathy, now live 
in Charlotte, NC. The Monitors’ music varies 
according to the crowd. The band is very 
versatile and can take an audience back on a 
journey to the World War II era, or can have 
them doing the twist, jerk, or mashed potatoes 
into the 1940s, 50s, 60s, 70s or even break 
dancing to the 80s or ‘‘leaning back’’ to those 
songs that you may hear on the radio today. 
Although the band has kept up with the time, 
the members have been able to savor its origi-

nal flavor and can kick it into gear on com-
mand. 

Madam Speaker, all one has to do is just 
name the occasion—a concert, Mardi Gras, 
Hawaiian luau, wedding reception, prom, cab-
aret, or a street festival, and the Monitors will 
have you springing to your feet and dancing to 
the beat. 

The Monitors’ claim to fame is their noted 
performances as back-up band with such 
greats as Otis Redding, Millie Jackson, Major 
Lance, Faye Adams and Joyce Thorne, and 
as the opening act with Ray Charles and Ro-
berta Flack. Further, a little known history fact 
is that in the early stages of her career, Ro-
berta Flack was lead singer for the Monitors. 

Madam Speaker, this celebration is not only 
a time of reminiscence for the members of the 
Monitors which include Bill Myers, Cleveland 
Flowe, Jerome Morgan, Willie Dupree, Dick 
Knight, Fred Moye, Donald Tuckson, Sam 
Lathan, Clark Mills, Jr., Mollie Hunter and Ger-
ald Hunter, but it is a charitable occasion 
where proceeds of the concert will be divided 
between the Arts Council of Wilson and the 
Charles H. Darden High School Alumni Asso-
ciation. 

Madam Speaker, I applaud the Monitors for 
the joy that they have brought into the lives of 
people across the Nation through their musical 
talents. I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending to this renowned band our heartfelt 
wishes and God’s continued blessings. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, the provi-
sion that caused the President to veto the en-
tire Defense bill simply reaffirms the original 
intent of Congress to allow victims of terrorism 
to hold countries that commit or provide mate-
rial support for terrorist acts accountable. As a 
principal author of the provision, I am pleased 
that we were able to salvage much of it. But 
I am disappointed in the change that the 
President has insisted on. 

The President has decided that it is of ut-
most importance to shield the Iraqi Govern-
ment from suits by American soldiers who 
were brutally tortured by the Iraqi Government 
under Saddam Hussein, as prisoners of war 
during the gulf war. The soldiers were not only 
starved, denied sleep, and exposed to ex-
treme temperatures. They were severely beat-
en, threatened with castration and dismember-
ment, and put through mock executions. As a 
result, they have sustained lasting physical 
and mental injuries. 

These brave soldiers and their families have 
been waiting many years for justice in our 
courts. The President, through the actions of 
his lawyers in the courts, has endeavored to 
block their progress at every turn. He has 
even gone so far as to twist a provision Con-
gress included in the Emergency Wartime 
Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2003, de-
signed to remove restrictions on providing as-
sistance to the new Iraqi Government, into an 
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